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R. Kent Westherry

Douglas L. Hoots RE: . Request for Advisory Opinion
Daniel E. Murner Dear Sir or Madam:

Esilt D. Banks 1 Please consider this a request for an advisory opinion relating to the application of campaign

Rober: T. Watson finance laws under KRS Chapter 121. In 2006, I ran for election to the office of District Court
thdge 30" Judicial Circuit, First Division, in .Iefferson County, Kentucky. Jefferson County
Bradley C. Hooks is allotted 17 District Court judges, each of whom is elected on county-wide ballots.

firey & Tayl . . . . , . i ;
Jeley & Talor As the third-place finisher in the May, 2006, primary election for this position, my candidacy

Jennifer A. Peterson did not continue until the November, 2006 election. My campaign committee had a balance
of funds remaining from my campaign, which have remained in the campaign committee
account pursuant to my intent to run for the same office at a later time. KRS 121.180(10};
Stephen R, Chappell KRS 121.175(1)-

Michael B, Hammond

As 1 understand the statute and previous opinions, I do not believe that this would constitute a
“different office” under campaign finance laws. For example, District Court judges are
allotted to judicial circuits based on population and caseload. They are elected by the same
Michaef K Nisbet population and hold the same office as other District Court judges. Judicial districts are not
allotted by any particular geography or subject matter jurisdiction within the judicial circuit
and the division distinction appears to be one of logistical necessity for election purposes.

Bennest E. Baver

Fvan B. Jones

David P. Bowles

Chris }. Gadansky . ‘
Accordingly, my inguiry is whether a candidate for District Court judge may use funds from a
previous campaign for District Court judge in the same judicial circuit, even though for a
Dinai T. Bevington different division of the District Court? Your response is appreciated.
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